This is the stuff of
fairytales for darts

PDC pride in seeing , <5
the sport hit new heights N

N by HARRY CRICNTON
WE can talk about Luke
Littler's cruise to the World
Championship title, or his
dominance in the Premier
League, his Grand Slam
triumph, the nine-darters
or the whiriwind of
victories across the worid.

[he truth is, even without
lifting the sport's most iconic
trophy, Littler's debut season
was already the stuff of legend

But now, with the
world title in his grasp.
hes stepped into

oversoeen
“It’'s the stufl of fairytales’
Porter reflected. “To the wider
world Luke has only been a
name for about 12 months,
but for those of us in the sport
weve known about the
chances he has had of coming
through and becoming a top
player since he was literally
almost in nappies.
Littlers time in the junior
system - spanning more than
a decade - has show-
cased how the PDC's
development

ranfied air, programs can
cementing his produce world-
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As if the teenager hadn't
done enough for the transfor-
mation of the sport already,

this title. as inevitable as it felt,
is the icing on the cake

His World Championship

vidll'yis the culmination of a

joumney. and it 1s a journey
thdpoﬂcr 1s proud to have
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can produce champions, says
Porter. “Luke is just a shining
light, a shining example of
that”

What has made Littler’s rise
even more remarkable is the

sheer weight of expectation he

carried as a teenager.
Porter admitted there were
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early doubts .lhoul whether
the youngster could translate
his obvious ability into success
at the senior level.

"Most players don't mature
until their late 20s or early
30s, Porter
explains.

“So, when Luke
was just 13 or 14
and hitting
numbers that
players of that
age simply don't
hit, the big ques
tion was whether
he could carry
that into the
senior ranks.

ILis sale to say
there are no
doubts anymore,
Winning 10 titles
in his maiden
professional year
and capping it of]
with the sport’s
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most prestigious trophy has
proven hes not a flash in the
pan.

Porter compares Littler’s
staying power to other young
players who dazzled briefly
but faded away

“For Luke to show this level
of consistency and maturity at
such a young age proves hes
well-developed and ready to
stay at the top of the game, he
said

“"What Luke has done is
open doors that darts couldn't
walk through before.

“His appeal to a younger,
digitally-focused generation
has introduced the game to
lans who might not otherwise
have engaged with it. He's put
darts in front of people who
wouldn't have looked at it
before.”

Part of the PDC'’s commit-
ment to developing its youth
system lies in building the
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infrastructure nu\lcd to
nurture and support the rising
stars their efforts are designed
to produce

[n Littler, they ve certainly
unearthed a gem. But what
sets him apart is his
extraordinary ability to carry
himself with the composure of
a scasoned professional.

From the very beginning of
his breakthrough year, Littler
has looked Lum}\h te l\ al ease
among the sports elite and
shown a matunity far beyond
his years.

Remark: ibly, his composure
has meant hes rarely needed
to lean on the PDC's child
protection and welfare poli-
CICS,

“Luke is fortunate in that he
has a very strong family
around him, he’s got an
excellent management team
Hes a player who is well
looked after in that respect;

says Porter

“We have had the
support there for him, but it is
pleasing to say that he hasn'
needed to lean on that

‘A darts career can be a long
one, and there’s a huge
amount of money to be
earned. But whether that
changes his approach, only
time will tell.

“There are kids who are 12,
13, 14 now who will look al
Luke as their inspiration and
trv to emulate him

“That's equally as thnlling as
watching Luke himself”

[he reality is, for Porter,
Littler is a goose that lays
golden eggs.

Right now, those eggs are
the frenzied fanfare
surrounding darts.

Crucially, though, Porter
hopes they will one day hatch
into the next generation of
Littlers, inspired by his
remarkable nse
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Deller knows of
more young ace

talents like Luke

B MARRY CRICHTON
AFTER a year of
anticipation, of expectation,
of 'Littlermania’ fanfare, now
is the time for Luke Littler
to bathe In the glory of his
achlevement. To drink It in.

Out his victory at Ally
Pally Is symbolic of
something more than
personal triumph, it's a
landmark moment for the
future of darts.

The teen's success s
inspiring & wave of young
talent and solidifying the
pathway for fulure stars,
according to former BDO
World Champion Keith
Deller.

"There's a great system
now for youth players,”
Deller explained, "“Clubs,
competitions, everything Is
In place. Back in my day we
just had to go down to the
youth club and there weren't
even many dart boards
there. The systems now are
$0 good."”

The results of this
development are already
being seen. Deller points to
the rise of Littler and other
talents breaking onto the
scene, with even younger
players making waves.

"There was a young lad in
the MODUS League who's
just 12 years old. He hit a
145 checkout, followed it up
with a 180, and he’s playing
grown men,” Deller says.

“People are already
saying he could be in the
Premier League by the time
he's 16"

Littler's meteoric rise,
capped by his historic
victory at Ally Pally, has
shown aspiring players that
dreams of darting greatness
are within reach.

AT

Former world 8§
champion
Keith Deller

"“What Littler has done Is
show the youngsters that
there's a chance of being &
world champion and having
an unbelievable life,”” Deller
adds.

"I think we'll see more
Luke Littlers coming
through. Maybe not quite as
good as him, but very, very
good players.”

Deller also emphasises
the accessibility of the sport
as a key driver of lalent

development,
"A set of darts can cost

between 10 and 100 pounds,
and If you've got a dartboard
at home, that's all you
need,” he told talkSPORT.
"“You practice, you get better
and better - and all of a
sudden, there you go.”

Despite his youth, Littler's
natural ability has drawn
comparisons to some of the
greatest names in darts
history.

Deller, who knows a thing
or two about prodigious
talent, believes Littler's
career could be on par with
the legends of the sport.

“He's fantastic, He
reminds me so much of Eric
Bristow, who was a master
champion at 17, Deller says.

“"He's just a genius. We've
had players such as Van
Gerwen, Phil Taylor, Eric
Bristow and now Luke
Littler. There's always
another generation of sports
stars who come along, and
for darts, it's Luke.”

But Deller also offers
words of caution for the
champion as he navigates
his new-found fame.

“The only thing Luke
needs to watch out for is
balancing his time,” Deller
warns.

"There's so much
Jemand for him with
:xhibitions and media
\ppearances. Late nights
ind constant traveling
-an take a toll. He just
needs to stay sharp and
wot let It affect his form."

With his world title in
nand and his name
atched In the sport’s
nistory, Littler Is sure to
now bulld a legacy in the
sport to rival the great
SLUR A

But he is also a symbol
of darts’ bright future,
and a testament to the
~ork done behind the
scenes to bring through a
generation of new darting
wonderkids.
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B by HARRY CRICHTON
LUKE Woodhouse produced
the performance of hi

to defeat No. 9 seed Damu
Heta in a seven-set clash i
round three ot Ally Pally

The match featured a
spectacular nine~darter from
Heta. who earned 2 £60,000
prize lor his feat, matched |
2 lucky fan in the venue as
part of & Paddy Power
promotion.

Despite Heta's early
dominance, Woodhous«
mounted a sensational
COMeDAack, winning nine
consecutive legs 1o overty
31 deficit and secure 2 4
viclory

Stephen Bunting delivered
an emotional performance,
peating Madars Razma 4-1
with a ton-plus average and
SIX Maximuma

It was tough playing
Qood nend.” admitted
Bunting, The Bullet shows

JAMES FEARNCETTY INAGES

a nine-darter, but still
lost to Luke Woodhouse

v !
. Damon Heta produced
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for LA Galaxy. Right:

Leona Lewis. Below: Barack
Obama and Lewis Hamilton

N by HARRY CRICHTON
THE year is 2007. Skinny
Jeans are in, Tony Blair is
Prime Minister, and
everyone Is still poking
each other on Facebook.
Mika's “Grace Kelly” is
blasting on the radio, and Jose
Mourinho is strutting his stuff
on the Stamford Bridge touch-
line. But somewhere, amidst
all of this, Luke “The Nuke”
Littler is born.
It's funny how time plays
! tricks on us. On the one hand.,
B January 21 2007 doesn't feel so
far away - on the other,
thinking about what life was
like back then might make you
think differently
Back in 2007, the Arctic
Monkeys introduced
® \hemselves with their debut
E album Whatever People
@ Say I Am, That’s What I'm
x Not ‘
E Across the Atlantic, Fergie
= was serving us “Fergalicious,
? and we were listening to it all
o on our iPod classics. Britney

had just shaved her head and
Leona Lewis had won the
X-Factor - 2007 really was

a year of extreme highs

and questionable life
choices.

Manchester United sat
proudly at the top of the
Premier League table under
Sir Alex Ferguson, Rooney and
Ronaldo up top and well on
their way to reclaiming the
title.

Chelsea, led by a slightly less
grizzled Mourinho, were in
pursuit, while Arsenal were
still inspired by Thierry
Henry's magic

Just days before Nukes
arrival, David Beckham sent
shockwaves through the foot-
ball world by announcing his
move to LA Galaxy.

Away from football, Federer
and Nadal were battling it out
on the courts, setting the stage
for one of the greatest tennis
rivalries of all time.

I'he Rugby World Cup saw
England fall to South Alrica,

Luke Littler
was born on
January 21, 20078

ALY
while Lewis Hamilton made
his Formula One debut.

In cinemas, Daniel Craig
had just shaken (not stirred)
the Bond franchise with
Casino Royale, while Pirates of
the Caribbean - At World's
End was the years highest
grossing film.

l’(‘()plc' still Docked to
cinemas rather than

streaming from their sofas,
where snack choices didn't
include the infinite scroll of
Uber Eats.

[echnology was on the
brink of a seismic shift. Just
weeks before Littler’s arrival
Steve Jobs unveiled the first-
ever 1Phone

The idea of a touchscreen
smartphone that could do

MAGES: PA WIRE AND GETTY IMAGES

Ugg boots, To
Blair, left, and,

Nintendo Wii.
. Far left: Steve Jo

soots and Luke Littler!

more than make calls or send
texts was mind-blowing to us
all.

Twitter was in its infancy.
Instagram was years away, and
Facebook was still a place to
exchange ‘like for likes” and
curating your Top 8 on
MySpace

[n the political arena, a little-
known senator named Barack
Obama had just announced
his candidacy for the US presi-
dency, setting the stage for a
historic campaign. Donald

[rump, meanwhile, was still
hosting The Apprentice.

Gaming was having its own
revolution. The Nintendo Wi
had just armved, inspiring
living-room tennis tourna-
ments and accidental T\
smashes.

[he PlayStation 3 had also
launched, boasting futuristic
graphics that we couldn’t
imagine getting any better
(Spoiler alert: they did.)

Fortnite and battle royales
werent even a conc ept yel -

th the first iPhone

we were too busy bowling
strikes on Wil Sports.

And then there was fashion
Ugg boots on feet, oversized
belts on waist, head-to-toe in
Ed Hardy

MySpace glitter graphics
and emo fringes were the
height of online culture.

TikTok wasn't anywhere to
be seen and hashtags were still
the humble pound sign.

Fast forward 17 years, and
the world has changed in ways
we couldn’t have imagined

Streaming services have
replaced DVDs, social media is
a battleground of influencers,
Crocs are somehow cool
again, and Al can write essays
and answer our emails.

Most importantly of course-.
Luke Littler - once a newborn
in a world of flip-phones and
Fergie - i1s now a world
champion in darts.

It's enough to make you sit
back, shake your head, and
wonder where the years have

2:',\‘(1(‘
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Luke s nterviewed

by Gabby Logan and
Alex Scott after receiving
hiz award from Glachators
Harry Aikines -Aryeetey
andJochOuﬂq.

! was a victory for darts - a
)")I‘D,'T_ that tharys Lo Lintlers
brilkance. is now m the main
Strewm hn‘nv'L;JWY

[0 then see lam named
runner-up in the mam SPOT)
award - that was the cherry
on top of an unforpettable |2
months -

In & yvear that saw LitUer
become the thurd most
Googled man m the UK, his
accompilishments speak to lis
transiormabive impact on
darts and hus abality to captur

L LL L LAEAa

.
ok
...
L -
-
... .

| ‘ -
‘ .:.‘ e TN Lh.“lg‘d.. 'm”"w“‘“‘".
.. —. '

....~ 1‘ ...
-

B —

.

the nations ragination

B! winung swards al
SPOTY ot just abowut
sporting echuevernent, it s
about peTiecung the arnt of
being unreasonably F'n:d al
whal you Ao, saving all the
ngiil Uungs, and convincing
the public you're someone
theyd love 1o have a pam with

Alter picking up his Young
SPOTY award. Latier reflected
on wihat e recognition
meand

He said I just goes to
show how well | ve done this

yeme. It's not just ooysedf Chat

has changed the sport of darts,

all the other professionals
have. But | have played a bng
pastin L

"1 know about all the
d:fferent academies that have
been brought up in differemt
locations, how big the sport
nas pot, Ly heds u:'u'xng oul Ally
Pally within hours and lor the
Pretouer Leagie as well

It just goes Lo show how
muuch | have changsed it”

Presenter Gabbn ‘4'“.5..’&
summed it up perfectly dunng

N WUKE LITTLER.

by storm

with his arrows”

On the night Littler joked
about where his darti
journey began, saying i was
when my dad decided he was
ﬂ)mg to hang my foothall

»ols up for me | was sbout
11 or 12 - but be made & good
decison.”

He's right about that. Just
over a year ago nobody
head of Litther. But a run to
the World Championship final
mn 2024 lit the fuse for his
surge 1o stardom

A Premier Leaguoe title,

-

World Cham
Litke Later and you would
well w lind someone who
dossnt know wit him. Like
any teemager. [hough. I8 was
mesting his Man bicster
United idols st Carrington
that he singled out as [1s hugh-
light of the
t.::p:un what it would

o the
e T
was clear He sald “Um well,
16 world ttles of lenst. If ]
want it, | can definitely do it
for the nmnam' :
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